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JOSEPH SULLIVAN 


U.S.-ARAB ECOHOMIC RELATIONS 
CINSERTS IN TAPE LISRARY) 

ANNCR: 

A GROUP OF PROMINENT ARASS A‘!D AMERICANS GATHERED IN 
WASHINGTON THIS PAST WEEKEND TO LOOK AT THE FUTURE OF 
U.S. ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH THE ARAD WORLD. VOA'S 
JOSEPH SULLIVAN WAS THERE AIID HAS THIS REPORT. 
VOICE: 

THE OCCASION FOR THE GATHERING WAS A ONE-DAY SYMPOSIUM 
Ot ARAB-AMERICAHN ECONOMIC RELATIONS SPOISORED BY GEORGETOIIN 
UNIVERSITY'S NEY CENTER FOR COtTEMPORARY ARAB STUDIES. 
ANONG THE SPEAKERS WERE DOCTOR CLOVIS MAKSOUD, CHIEF 
EDITOR OF "AiI-NAHAR," ATID GERALD PARSKY, ASSISTA:IT SECRETARY 
OF THE U.S. TREASURY FOR INTER''ATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

DOCTOR MAKSOUD <= OWE OF THE LEADING I'ITELLECTUALS 
FROM THE ARAB WORLD -= CALLS THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNITED 
STATES* ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH TiiE ARAG COUNTRIES A 
"CRUCIAL PURSUIT" TO THE EXTENT THAT THEY INVOLVE THE 
GREATEST SUPERPOIVIER ON EARTH A''D WHAT HE CALLS "RICH 
NATIONS OF POOR PEOPLE." COMPARING U.S. ECONOMIC OSJECTIVES 
TO THOSE OF THE ARAB COUITRIES, DOCTOR MAKSOUD OBSERVES: 
TAPE: CUT ONE -= NAKSOUD 
"YOUR OBJECTIVE IN THE UNITED STATES IS TO MAINTAIN ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS IN OUR AREA TO ENABLE YOU TO SUSTAIN THE 
AFFLUENCE WHICH YOU ENJOY. OUP OCJECTIVES FROM THE ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS WITH YOU IS THAT YOU HELP US TO EXPEDITE THE 
PROCESS OF TRANSFORMATION IM OUR COUNTRIES SO THAT WE CAN 
REJOIN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY I?! THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 
THESE ARE NOT MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE INTERESTS. THESE DO NOT 
HAVE TO BE PLACED ON A HIERARCHICAL ASPECT A‘ID ATTITUDE 
IN OUR RELATIONS. THEY CA‘!, IN FACT, BE COMPLEMENTARY 
TO EACH OTHER. OUR DEVELOPMENT WILL NOT ERODE YOUR 
STATUS; YOUR STATUS SHOULD NOT ALLOW US TO FEEL A COMPLEX 


OF EITHER PERSECUTION OR INFERIORITY. THEREFORE, 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS IS NOT ONLY A MATTER OF TRADE, BUT WHAT 
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TAPE : 
CCONT'D) 


IS MORE CRUCIAL IS THAT WE MUST DEFINE THE PURPOSE OF 
THESE RELATIONS IN THE LIGHT OF OUR RESPECTIVE PRIORITIES, 
SO THAT WE DO NOT ALLOW A FEATURE OF EXPLOITATION TO 
DEVELOP. WOR THAT WE ALLOW OURSELVES TO HAVE RISING 
EXPECTATIONS~ BEYOND THE REACH OF AMERICAN TECHNICAL AND 
SCIENTIFIC ASSISTANCE," 
VOICE: 

REFERRING TO WHAT HE CALLED THE "POLITICAL ECONOMICS" 
OF THE MIDOLE EAST, DOCTOR MAKSOUD CONCEDED THAT THE 
UNITED STATES NEEDS AND IS ENTITLED TO EXPECT A MEASURE 
OF STABILITY IN THE AREA IN FORMULATING ITS ECONOMIC 
POLICIES TOWARD THE ARAB COUNTRIES. POLITICAL RELATIONS, 
HE SAYS, MUST ALSO BE SPELLED OUT IN A DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
WASHINGTON AND THE ARAB COUNTRIES PREDICATED ON HEARING 
FROM EACH OTHER WHAT THEY OUGHT TO HEAR FROM EACH OTHER, 
NOT WHAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM EACH OTHER, WHICH, HE 
ADDS, HAS BEEN THE CASE IN THE PAST. IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, 
DOCTOR MAKSOUD SAYS, THE ACCESS TO TRUTH IS THE GUARANTOR OF 
STABILIZED GROWTH IN ECONOMIC AS WELL AS POLITICAL 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE ARAB WORLD. 

AS FOR THE ARAB COUNTRIES, DOCTOR MAKSOUD HAS 

THIS ADVICE: 


TAPE: CUT TWO -- MAKSOUD 





"THE ARABS MUST REALIZE THAT THEY ARE DEALING WITH A 
SUPERPOWER AND THAT SUPERPOWERS ARE GOVERNED BY A GREAT 
DEAL OF EQUATIONS, WHETHER STRATEGIC OR MILITARY AND 
THAT CHANGES OF POLICIES ARE NOT AS EASY AS THEY ARE 
AMONG THE NON-SUPERPOWERS. THEREFORE OUR EXPECTATIONS 
OF CHANGE IN THE UNITED STATES MUST NOT BE HEIGHTENED 

TO THE EXTENT THAT WE EXPECT A SUMMERSAULT OR REVERSAL 
OF POLICIES. THE ARABS MUST ALSO REALIZE THAT THEY HAVE 
BEEN FAULTY IN THEIR COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE AND THAT THIS MUST BE CORRECTED." 
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GERALD PARSKY, A TREASURY DEPARTIENT OFFICIAL WHO HAS 
HELPED STEER THE DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL 
RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST, DESCRIBED 
U.S. ECONOMIC INITIATIVES IN THE ARAB WORLD OVER THE 
PAST TWO YEAR IN THIS WAY: 


TAPE CUT THREE-- PARSKY 





"WE BEGAN A NEW ERA IN 1974 BASED ON DEVELOPING CLOSER 
ECONOMIC TIES. GENERALLY WE HA‘/E PURSUED THIS OBJECTIVE IN 
TWO WAYS ... THROUGH THE FORMAL ESTABLISHMENT OF 
GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT COMMISSIONS AMD COMMITTEES WITH 
~COUNTRIES SUCH AS SAUDI ARABIA AID EGYPT, AND LESS 
FORMALLY, THOUGH JUST AS INTENSIVELY, WITH ABU DHABI, 
KUWAIT, AND QATAR. OUR GOAL IN EACH INSTANCE IS TO 

WORK WITH THESE COUNTRIES AS THEY SEEK TO DIVERSIFY THEIR 
ECONOMIES. WE HAVE SOUGHT TO BRING AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY 
AND EXPERTISE TO BEAR UPON THE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM AND 
ALSO HAVE SOUGHT TO FACILITATE THE INVOLVEMENT OF OUR 
PRIVATE SECTOR IN PROJECTS IN THESE COUNTRIES. 


VOICE: 

THE NEW AMERICAN INITIATIVES AND COMMITMENTS IN THE 
ARAB WORLD, MISTER PARSKY CONCEDES, HAVE COME IN FOR 
CONSIDERABLE CRITICISH BY AMERICANS WHO QUESTION WHETHER 
THE UNITED STATES SHOULD INCREASE ECONOMIC TIES WITH 
ARAB COUNTRIES BEFORE THERE IS PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST OR 
UNTIL THE PRICE OF OIL IS REDUCED. BUT THE REAL QUESTION, 
HE SAYS, IS WHETHER AMERICANS HAVE THE HUMAN VISION TO 
LOOK BEYOND THE ARAB-ISRAELI CCHFRONTATION AND TO 
CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT OF ECONOMIC PROSPERITY THAT CAN 


HELP BRING PEACE TO THE AREA. IN HIS WORDS: 
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